




Rangitoto and the  
School Curriculum 
You can tailor your visit to Rangitoto to many  
aspects of your teaching programme.

Science: 
The native forest is a true Living World, with features including hybrid 
plants, plant succession, and plenty of leaves, seeds and insects. 
Contrast this with the special ecosystems on the extremely rocky shore or 
sandy beaches, and the Black Back Gull colony. Rangitoto is also a great 
place to discover the forces of Planet Earth, including landscape features, 
weather, tidal patterns, rocks and soil development. In this environment, 
your students will be able to hone their Scientific Skills and Attitudes.

Social Studies: 
Rangitoto is an important Place and Environment for Aucklanders.  
On this 600 year old island, your students will be able to clearly see the 
interaction between people and the environment. Its historic baches show 
the Continuity and Change of a community that overcame their isolation. 
Students will be able to engage in Values Exploration as they look at 
conservation or the changing uses of the island.

Maori: 
Maori use forest resources in many ways – e.g. food, medicine, clothing. 
Explore the Rangitoto forest to discover its resources, or tell your 
students the legends of Rangitoto while visiting its volcanic terrain.

Units of Work
Landmarks: A true landmark of Auckland, most students would recognise the form of Rangitoto, but have they been there? Let them experience this landmark for themselves. From the Rangitoto summit you can view and sketch other Auckland landmarks, including the Sky Tower, Harbour Bridge, Waitakere Ranges, Mission Bay, North Head and Lake Pupuke.Volcanoes:  A trip to Rangitoto is a must for any study of volcanoes. While other Auckland volcanoes give students  an idea of the processes involved, on Rangitoto students  can cross lava floes and enter lava caves. It is truly  a volcanic environment.

Visiting Rangitoto is also useful for mathematics and  physical education, and the natural setting will inspire students’ writing. 

Take your students’ learning to new heights 
as they ascend to Rangitito’s 256 metre 
summit. Wow them with the volcanic 
environment or forage in the forest; 
there is plenty to keep students 
entertained on Rangitoto. 

Primary & Intermediate School Trips 
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LETS GO!



What is the Rangitoto  
Volcanic Explorer Tour?
Our Volcanic Explorer tour runs on a 4WD road train, and begins as soon as 
your ferry arrives. Your ranger guide will greet you as you leave the ferry. 
You will journey through the unique volcanic landscape, while your guide 
talks to you about the history and geology of the island. The tour vehicle 
will take you to the base of the summit, where it’s a short walk along a 
wooden boardwalk to the very top. After taking in the panoramic views, 
you rejoin the tour vehicle for the return trip to the wharf, which takes in 
the western side of the island.

Are there any shops on the island?
No. There are no facilities to buy food or water on the island. Students 
should bring their own lunch, or provisions can be bought on the ferry 
prior to disembarking.

Can fullers provide lunch?
Yes. Lunch packs can also be organised through fullers provided notice is 
given prior to your trip. Please contact our groups and charters team for 
information on lunch options and prices.

Where do we catch a boat to Rangitoto?
Rangitoto ferries depart from the Auckland Downtown Ferry Terminal  
at 9.15am and 12.15pm and from Devonport at 9.25am and 12.25pm.  
It always pays to check the departure location of your ferry,  
when you arrive at the Ferry Terminal on the day of your sailing.

How long does it take to get to Rangitoto?
Journey time is approximately 25 minutes.

Are there toilets on the Island?
Yes, very basic toilet facilities can be found at three locations on the 
Island, on arrival at Rangitoto Wharf, near McKenzie Bay, and next to 
Islington Bay Wharf.

Can people in pushchairs and  
wheelchairs visit the island?
Wheelchairs and pushchairs can be accommodated on the ferries, 
however due to Rangitoto’s rugged volcanic terrain, the Island is not 
wheelchair and pushchair friendly.

What shall I wear when visiting Rangitoto?
A back-pack, loose fitting comfortable clothing and sturdy walking shoes. 
Bring along a hat and plenty of sun screen. If you wish to explore the lava 
caves, then please bring a torch as well. 

What happens if I get lost and lose my group?
If you lose your way while on the island, then be sure you find your way 
back to the main walking path and follow the natural downward slope 
of the Island. If you do bump into someone else on the way, ask for 
assistance. If you have a cell phone then please ring Fullers for assistance 
on (09) 367 9111 during business hours, or on (09) 367 9125 after hours.

How can I help look after Rangitoto?
Rangitoto is a botanical gem, and it is important that the island is 
maintained that way. While on the island, please do not remove or disturb 
any plant life or historic artefacts, and make sure you don’t leave any 
rubbish behind on the Island.

DON’T GET 

STRANDED! 

Please check the time of the last 

ferry at the start of your trip – a clock 

on the wharf will indicate the last 

departure each day.

FAQS

Rangitoto literally means ‘bloody sky’  

in Maori, but it is derived from the phrase  

“Te Rangi i totongia a Tamatekapua” –  

“the day the blood of Tamatekapua was shed”,  

a reference to an injury to a chief during  

a battle fought on the island. 
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