




Science: 
The Living World of the native forest offers students the opportunity 
to study ecosystem aspects such as producers, consumers and 
decomposers, plant reproduction and specialisation. The sea life of  
the extremely rocky shore has adapted to this special environment.  
At only 600 years old, Rangitoto also gives students insight into  
Planet Earth and its geology, plate tectonics and volcanism. 

Biology: 
Biology students will enjoy the adaptations shown by the plant hybrids 
present on Rangitoto. There are over 200 species of native plant and  
40 species of fern for them to study. The forests and beaches of Rangitoto 
form nearly closed ecosystems and the young age of the island gives 
insight into plant succession.

Social Studies: 
Rangitoto is an important Place and Environment for Aucklanders,  
and there are many examples of how people have recorded their visits  
or used its shape. People have altered the environment, and government 
decisions changing the use of Rangitoto have affected people.  
Over time, the historic bach community has adapted and changed.  
While on Rangitoto, your students can learn why Rangitoto is significant, 
Collect information to Process and Communicate, or engage in Values 
Exploration through discussing how it should be used into the future.

Geography: 
Rangitoto Island gives Geography students opportunity 
to work with maps in real life situations. Students can 
study the interaction between people and the environment, 
develop their Thinking, Social and Valuing Skills and apply Important 
Geographic Ideas. Personal experience of a volcanic landscape and plant 
succession will help students studying Level 1, 2 and 3 Geography to write 
confidently about their case studies. 

Tourism: 
With more than 100,000 visitors annually, Rangitoto is an important 
tourism destination in Auckland. A field trip to Rangitoto will help your 
students understand Tourism.

NCEA Research and Investigations

Rangitoto is an excellent location for students of Science, 

Biology, Geography or Social Studies to engage in 

investigations or research. You can direct their study at  

Level 1, or provide supervision or guidance for Level 2 studies. 

The varied environment of Rangitoto provides wide scope 

Level 3 independent studies.

Rangitoto and the School Curriculum

Secondary School Trips
Proximity and isolation have aided in the development of Rangitoto’s  
unique environment. Your students will be amazed at the volcanic setting, 
stretched as they climb to the volcanic cone, and provoked by the plant and 
community adaptations. Whether studying natural ecosystems, human interaction 
with the environment, the historic bach communities or outdoor education,  
Rangitoto offers a wide range of activities that have direct links  
to the New Zealand Curriculum and subject syllabuses. 
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LETS GO!



What is the Rangitoto  
Volcanic Explorer Tour?
Our Volcanic Explorer tour runs on a 4WD road train, and begins as soon as 
your ferry arrives. Your ranger guide will greet you as you leave the ferry. 
You will journey through the unique volcanic landscape, while your guide 
talks to you about the history and geology of the island. The tour vehicle 
will take you to the base of the summit, where it’s a short walk along a 
wooden boardwalk to the very top. After taking in the panoramic views, 
you rejoin the tour vehicle for the return trip to the wharf, which takes in 
the western side of the island.

Are there any shops on the island?
No. There are no facilities to buy food or water on the island. Students 
should bring their own lunch, or provisions can be bought on the ferry 
prior to disembarking.

Can fullers provide lunch?
Yes. Lunch packs can also be organised through fullers provided notice is 
given prior to your trip. Please contact our groups and charters team for 
information on lunch options and prices.

Where do we catch a boat to Rangitoto?
Rangitoto ferries depart from the Auckland Downtown Ferry Terminal  
at 9.15am and 12.15pm and from Devonport at 9.25am and 12.25pm.  
It always pays to check the departure location of your ferry,  
when you arrive at the Ferry Terminal on the day of your sailing.

How long does it take to get to Rangitoto?
Journey time is approximately 25 minutes.

Are there toilets on the Island?
Yes, very basic toilet facilities can be found at three locations on the 
Island, on arrival at Rangitoto Wharf, near McKenzie Bay, and next to 
Islington Bay Wharf.

Can people in pushchairs and  
wheelchairs visit the island?
Wheelchairs and pushchairs can be accommodated on the ferries, 
however due to Rangitoto’s rugged volcanic terrain, the Island is not 
wheelchair and pushchair friendly.

What shall I wear when visiting Rangitoto?
A back-pack, loose fitting comfortable clothing and sturdy walking shoes. 
Bring along a hat and plenty of sun screen. If you wish to explore the lava 
caves, then please bring a torch as well. 

What happens if I get lost and lose my group?
If you lose your way while on the island, then be sure you find your way 
back to the main walking path and follow the natural downward slope 
of the Island. If you do bump into someone else on the way, ask for 
assistance. If you have a cell phone then please ring Fullers for assistance 
on (09) 367 9111 during business hours, or on (09) 367 9125 after hours.

How can I help look after Rangitoto?
Rangitoto is a botanical gem, and it is important that the island is 
maintained that way. While on the island, please do not remove or disturb 
any plant life or historic artefacts, and make sure you don’t leave any 
rubbish behind on the Island.

DON’T GET 

STRANDED! 

Please check the time of the last 

ferry at the start of your trip – a clock 

on the wharf will indicate the last 

departure each day.

FAQS

Rangitoto literally means ‘bloody sky’  

in Maori, but it is derived from the phrase  

“Te Rangi i totongia a Tamatekapua” –  

“the day the blood of Tamatekapua was shed”,  

a reference to an injury to a chief during  

a battle fought on the island. 
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